ABSTRACT
Introduction
Lake Ohrid occupies the farthest southwest part of the Republic of Macedonia, while a part of its surface belongs to the Republic of Albania. It is situated on 693 m above sea level. It is one of the biggest European lakes with a surface area of 358.2 km 2 and maximum depth of 288.7 m. It belongs to the category of oligotrophic lakes. The lake is more than 2 millions years old, and it's the oldest lake in Europe. The geographic isolation of the area and the age of the Lake Ohrid are the reasons for maintaining the greatest number of tertiary fauna remains in the Mediterranean area. The lake is inhabited by 17 autochthonous fish species, of which 10 species are endemic, and one of these is Ohrid belvica -Salmothymus ohridanus Steindachner, 1892 (syn. Acantholingua ohridana Hadzisce, 1961) .
During the greatest part of the year, S.
ohridanus stays in deeper parts of the lake where temperature do not exceed 10ºC. The diet of belvica is consists of zooplankton and benthic fauna. It belongs to the species with the slowest growth among macrostome' salmonids. The length of belvica is, with some exceptions, up to 32 cm, and weigh is up to 300 g. 
Materials and Methods
The material was collected from the summer 1998 to the summer 2001. 232 specimens of S. ohridanus from 3 localities of the Lake Ohrid: Ohrid Bay, Struga and Pestani.
Fishes were subjected to the routine methods of observation (3, 4) .
Parasites have been identified according to Hotenovsky (3), and Bauer (5). The most successful preparations are photographed and displayed. SEM photographs are prepared in the Biological Faculty at the Leeds University, UK. Characteristic details for determination of this monogenean species are drawn with the help of AB apparatus.
Results and Discussion
In regard to 232 observed specimens of S. ohridanus, 131 fishes (56.47%) have been infested with Discocotyle ohridana n.sp (Monogenea : Polyopisthocotylea : Discocotykidae) (Figs. 1-6 ). The average intensity of infestation is 2.84 (Tables 1, 2) .
The results of the determination of the Fulton's condition coefficient among infested and uninfested S. ohridanus show that it is 0.89 at uninfested fishes, while at infested is 0.87. These data reveal the influence of Discocotyle ohridana n.sp. on the health and conditional state of fishes, and are confirmed by a great number of investigators in the world. (Figs. 1 -6) .
The life cycle and the pathological influence of D. ohridana n.sp. have not been investigated yet.
